
 
 
 
 
 

AMENDMENTS TO THE 2017 MCRCB SPORTING REGULATIONS 
 
For immediate application: 
 
SECTION E 
 
1.4.4 Neutralisation of Races – SAFETY CAR 
 The procedure will be as follows: 

If, during a race, an incident, other than rain, puts at risk the safety and renders impossible the normal 
progress of the competition, the Race Director may decide to neutralise the race. 

 The following procedure will be respected: 
1) A Red flag with diagonal White cross must be displayed at marshals’ posts during the whole of the 

neutralisation. At circuits equipped with digital light panels white SC letters will also be shown flashing 
during the whole neutralisation. 

2) The riders must slow down.  Overtaking is forbidden. 
3) A black board bearing the letters “SC” will be displayed on the start line during the whole neutralisation. 
4) When the leading rider approaches the start line at the end of the lap when the neutralisation was 

decided, a “Safety Car” equipped with red flashing lights on the roof, will enter the track at the pit lane 
exit, or other pre-determined location that will be advised by bulletin, with its lights switched on. If the 
Race Director delays the deployment of the “Safety Car”, the riders must continue to circulate in single 
file with the lead rider dictating the pace.  

5) The riders catching the “Safety Car” will line up in single file behind, without overtaking it. The leader 
must maintain a gap of at least five machine lengths between his position and the “Safety Car”  at all 
times during the intervention period. The “Safety Car” will also be equipped with green rear facing 
lights. If the green lights are switched on, then the rider immediately following the “Safety Car” is 
authorised to pass it.  This procedure may be repeated in the event of the car entering the circuit in 
front of any rider other than the race leader with the objective of ensuring that before the end of the 
intervention period it is the race leader that is immediately following the “Safety Car”.  Any rider 
authorised to pass the car must do so at restricted speed and then continue around the circuit with 
caution to take up his position at the end of the queue of riders following the “Safety Car” fully 
respecting any warning flag signals and mindful that an incident clearance will be in progress around 
the circuit.    

6) Riders may stop at the pits.  However, all MCRCB regulations must be adhered to. 
7) After stopping at the pits, riders must line up in a single file at the pit lane exit and may only rejoin the 

track when instructed to do so by an official with a green flag or when the green light situated there is 
turned on. These instructions will be given 10 seconds after the last machine in line behind the “Safety 
Car” has passed, riders must join the end of this line and not overtake in order to gain their original 
position. The pit lane exit will then be closed and riders will have to wait for the next lap. 

8) During the last lap of the Safety Car intervention, the red roof lights will be extinguished on the Safety 
Car and all flag marshals posts will display a number board with the figure “0” displayed (whilst 
continuing to show the red flag with a diagonal white cross), and at circuits equipped with digital light 
panels the white SC letters will also be extinguished, indicating to riders the safety car will enter the pit 
lane at the end of this lap and that the race will resume. 

9) When the “Safety Car” has left the track, overtaking is forbidden up until the control line, where a 
waved green flag will be displayed.  The red flag with a diagonal white cross will then be immediately 
withdrawn. When the last rider on track passes the pit lane exit it will then be permanently open 
again and the race will continue normally. 

10) Each lap completed by the “Safety Car” will be counted as a “race lap, unless, the race is eventually 
stopped after two-thirds distance (rounded down) has been completed by the race leader whilst the 
safety car procedure is still active, in which case the results will go back to the end of the lap prior to 
two-thirds of the original race distance. (Exception: Superbike class in the case described below).  

11) All the other rules of the race remain valid. 
12) A rider who inadvertantly overtakes must raise his arm and resume his correct position to avoid a 

penalty.  
 
1.4.4.1 Neutralisation of Races after two thirds race distance – Safety Car, item applicable for Superbike 

only at circuits with less than 2.5 miles lap length 
 In the event of a race being neutralised at any point after the race leader  has completed two-thirds 

(rounded down) of the original race distance, the first three laps of the “Safety Car” deployment will not 
count as a “race lap”.   At the point when it is decided to call in the “Safety Car”, the new actual number of 
laps to the end of the race will be displayed on the timing screens to advise teams.  In the event of this 



scenario a board or digital display will  also be shown to riders at the start/finish line counting down the last 
five laps of the race. 

 
 Example:  18 laps race.  Two thirds distance point 12 laps.   “Safety Car”  deployed on lap 14, comes in at 

the end of lap 16, three laps added to total actual race distance, new race distance 21 laps.   “5 laps to go 
board” shown as the riders start their 17th lap.   

 
In the event of a race neutralised after two-thirds race distance eventually being red flagged, article 
1.10.1.3 (a) applies.  

 
 
1.8 WET AND DRY RACES 

All Races will be categorised as either wet or dry. A board will be displayed at either the exit to the 
Assembly Area, Pit Lane or on the Grid. If no board is displayed the Race is automatically dry. 

1.8.1 Dry Race - A Race classified as dry will be interrupted by the Race Director if he considers that climatic 
conditions affecting the surface of the Track makes it likely that Riders will wish to change tyres. However, 
he may take into consideration the type of tyre permitted for the class.    

1.8.2 Wet Race - A Race classified as wet, usually commenced in varying or wet conditions, will not be stopped 
for climatic reasons, except as stated in 1.8.6, and Riders who wish to change tyres must enter the Pit 
Lane and do so during the actual Race. 

1.8.3 In all cases where a Race is stopped for climatic reasons, then the restart  will, automatically, be a "wet" 
Race. 

1.8.4 A Practice or warm-up will be defined by the Race Director as wet when more than 50% of the participants 
are using tyres other than slicks or when the Track is wet during the session. In both cases a “Wet” board 
will be shown. 

1.8.5 The Race Director may at any time up to the Start of the Race declare the Race “wet” or “dry”. The start 
procedure may be suspended by notification to the Competitors.  

1.8.6 The Competitors must ensure Motorcycles are using tyres suited to the conditions. The Race will not be 
stopped for climatic conditions unless the Race Director considers there has been a serious deterioration 
of the weather. If a Competitor continues to use unsuitable tyres and if reports are received indicating that 
as a result the Competitor is not in control of his motorcycle the Race Direction may order the display of a 
black flag to that Competitor. 

1.8.7 In exceptional circumstances, prior to the start of a Wet Race,  the Race Director may instruct the 
compulsory use of rain tyres.  The instruction wil be communicated on the timing information 
screens and by a visual board or display panel: FULL RAIN TYRES.   In this instance only riders 
equipped with the prescribed tyres may start the race from the starting grid or the pit lane exit.  
After the completion of the first lap riders are free to enter the pit lane to change tyres.  

 
 
1.10 STOPPING AND RESTARTING A RACE 

a) Only the Race Director (or in his unavoidable absence his deputy) may decide to stop a race 
prematurely. For climatic reasons a race can only be stopped once. 

b) A Red Flag will be given at the start line and simultaneously at all other marshals posts.  Red lights will 
be switched on.  

c) When these signals are displayed all riders must stop racing and return slowly to the pit lane area 
under the instructions of the course marshals. 

1.10.1 The conditions under which a race will be restarted depends on the status of the race and are as follows: 
1.10.1.1 If a race has to be stopped with less than 3 laps of its duration completed (by the race leader) it will be 

considered null and void and will be restarted.  
a) All riders originally taking part shall be allowed to restart.  
b) If the original race start was a “DRY RACE”, tyre changes are NOT PERMITTED for the restart unless 

the Race Director announces a change to the race status (to a “WET RACE”), or he considers there is 
a climatic or track condition change, in which case the message “TYRE CHANGES AUTHORISED” will 
be displayed on the official timing monitors. The Chief Technical Official may authorise an exceptional 
tyre change due to a verifiable technical problem.  In the case of an exceptional tyre change, the rider 
concerned must start the restarted race from the back of the grid or the pitlane exit.   

c) In principle, the restarted race shall be for the full race distance from the original grid positions. The 
place of any motorcycle unable to take part in the restart shall be left vacant.  

d) If conditions have changed to wet or damp conditions or there are time contraints, the Race Director 
may reduce the race distance. 

e) If it is impossible to restart the race, no points will be awarded towards any Championship involved or 
any prize money paid (except if any of the restarted races have gone beyond 3 laps completed by the 
race leader).  

1.10.1.2 If a race has to be stopped between 3 laps and two-thirds race distance, rounded down to the nearest 
whole number of laps, by the race leader (or a race is under safety car conditions and the 
deployment was initiated before the two thirds point and is subsequently stopped), then the 
race will be restarted. 



a) Competitors will be restarted from a grid based on the finishing order of the previous part of the race. 
b) The finishing order of the previous part of the race will be the order as of the number of laps completed 

by the race leader, when the red flag was first shown, less one lap.  
c) Only riders who have completed 75% of the previous part of the race (rounded down) may re-start. 

This may include the rider(s) responsible for, or involved in any incident which caused the Red Flag. 
However, any rider who crashes must obtain medical clearance before being allowed to re-start.  A 
Medical Officers decision in this respect is final.  

d) If the interupted part of the race was a  “DRY RACE”, tyre changes are NOT PERMITTED for the 
restart unless the Race Director announces a change to the race status (to a “WET RACE”), or he 
considers that there is a climatic or track condition change, or in scenario 1.10.1.3 (b) in which case 
the message “TYRE CHANGES AUTHORISED” will be displayed on the official timing monitors.  The 
Chief Technical Official may authorise an exceptional tyre change due to a verifiable technical problem.  
In the case of an exceptional tyre change, the rider concerned must start the restarted race from the 
back of the grid or the pitlane exit.  When a change of tyres is authorised in this situation they do 
not need to display an allocation control sticker. 

e) In principle the number of laps of the restarted  race will be the number of laps required to complete the 
original race distance.  

f) If conditions have changed to wet or damp conditions or there are time constraints, the Race Director 
may reduce the race distance. He may also deduct race laps in lieu of sighting lap and warm-up laps. 

g) There must be a minimum of 5 laps. 
h) The final result will be based on the results of the restarted race, applying 1.9 and 1.10.1.3.    
i) If the restarted race is stopped it may be further restarted at the discretion of the Race Director 

(applying 1.10.1.1 and 1.10.1.2) over a minimum distance of 5 laps. 
j) If it is found to be impossible to restart the race and complete two thirds race distance (by the leader), 

the result of the last race where the leader completed more than three laps will count. Only competitors 
who were racing at the showing of the red flag will be classified.   If the race is part of a Championship 
then half points will be awarded if two thirds race distance was not completed.  

1.10.1.3  If a race has to be stopped after the leader has completed two-thirds of the race distance (including 
under safety car conditions, if the deployment was initiated after the two-thirds point), rounded 
down to the nearest number of laps, it will be considered to have finished.  

a) The order of classification shall be based upon the order of last crossing the finish line prior to the 
showing of the red flag, and only competitors who are racing at the showing of the red flag will be 
classified.  

b) If a race has to be stopped after the leader has completed two-thirds of the race distance under 
safety car conditions and the deployment was initiated before the two-thirds point, then all 
provisons of art 1.10.1.2 will be applied. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPROVED BY THE MCRCB DIRECTORS 
 

12 September 2017  
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