
DECISION 

 

Pole Position Points Award - 2017 MINI CHALLENGE 

Appeal to Championship Stewards 

 

Preamble: 

Reece Barr (Licence #250834), a minor, is a driver in the 2017 Mini Challenge. At the Oulton Park 

round, Reece Barr was handed a 2-place grid penalty for reasons which do not impact on this appeal. 

The penalty was the subject of a written notification from the Clerk of the Course (Andrew Ringland) 

and accepted by Reece Barr at 19.30hrs on 17 April 2017. The grid place penalty is not appealed. 

The round of the Mini Challenge following Oulton Park was held at Rockingham on 29th and 30th April 

2017. Reece Barr qualified fastest for this event. Instead of starting from Pole Position, the grid place 

penalty was applied. In addition, he was subject to the loss of a further 3 places in accordance with 

Championship Regulation 4.2.2. to reflect the MSA licence points acquired for the Oulton Park driving 

offence. Barr therefore started from 6th position on the grid. Pole position was inherited by Max 

Bladon. 

In addition to Championship points for the finishing result of each race, points are also awarded for 

both fastest lap and for Pole Position. 

For the Rockingham event, Pole Position points were awarded to Max Bladon. It is this award of points 

that is now the subject of appeal to the Championship Stewards in accordance with Article 2.1.1 of 

the 2017 MINI CHALLENGE Sporting & Technical Regulations [the Regulations]. 

The Championship Stewards are: 

• Bill Shewan 

• Greg Masters 

• Mike Dixon 

• Eric Cowcill 

The Regulations provide that ‘Any three of the Stewards may make a decision’, however, all four 

Championship Stewards were engaged in this decision. 

 

The Appeal Submission: 

The appeal was submitted by e-mail from Mike Barr (father of Reece Barr) dated 16th May 2017. A 

cheque covering the £456 Appeal Fee was received by the Championship Coordinator on or around 

17th May. 

The Championship Stewards reminded themselves of the provisions of C.6.5.1 which requires an 

appeal in respect of points to be lodged within 7 days. 

Notwithstanding these provisions, the Championship Stewards have unanimously decided that the 

interests of natural justice would not be served by refusing the appeal based on late submission. 



The Stewards further noted that the appeal was submitted by Mike Barr. However, Reece’s Guardian 

for the Rockingham event, as per the signing-on log, was a Mr Robert Butler. Accordingly, the 

Championship Stewards considered whether Mr Mike Barr was qualified to submit an Appeal in 

respect of his son. 

Turning to the Blue Book, the Championship Stewards noted H.27.1.7: 

Where a competitor has not reached his 18th birthday the Entry for an event must 
be counter-signed by their Parent or Guardian. Such person will be considered as 
being the Minors’ Entrant, and as such will be subject to these Regulations. 
 

The Championship Stewards have had sight of Reece Barr’s registration for the 2017 Mini Challenge 
and note that Mr Mark Barr was annotated and signed as the Guardian of Reece Barr. He is, therefore, 
Reece Barr’s entrant in accordance with H.27.1.7 
 
The Championship Stewards unanimously accept this Appeal. 
 
 
Merits: 
 
NB: No face-to-face hearing has been held; all matters have been considered by exchanges of 
correspondence. 
 
The relevant Regulation, 1.6.2, says: 
 

Pole Position (as determined by timed qualifying) in each class - 6 pts 
 

The Championship Stewards carefully considered the meaning of this Regulation, in particular: ‘as 
determined by timed qualifying’. 
 
Had the Regulations been drafted without this phrase, the 6 points for Pole Position would have been 
awarded to whichever car was on Pole Position for the race, irrespective of how it achieved that grid 
place. 
 
However, ‘as determined by timed qualifying’ is a part of this Regulation and, therefore, may impact 
on the meaning. 
 
Although it is possible that this phase is included to preclude the award of Pole Position points if 
exceptional circumstances necessitate the grid being determined by some other method such as 
Championship positions or ballot and may or may not have been drafted to address the circumstance 
of this Appeal, the effect of this phase is central to the merits of the Appeal. 
 
In the view of the Championship Stewards, the phase ‘as determined by timed qualifying’ qualifies the 
meaning of the remainder of Regulation 1.6.2. 
 
 
The Decision: 
 
The Clerk of the Course who issued the Grid Place Penalty at Oulton Park could not have anticipated 
the outcome of timed qualifying at Rockingham. By his own efforts, Reece Barr has brought about an 
element of double jeopardy in attracting what amounts to a further penalty for his Oulton Park 
indiscretion. This does not serve natural justice. 



 
Irrespective of the intention of the Regulation draftsman, the Championship Stewards consider that 
the correct interpretation of Regulation 1.6.2 of the 2017 MINI CHALLENGE Sporting & Technical 
Regulations is that Pole Position points should be awarded to the fastest car/driver in Qualifying 
[which/who does not breach any other Regulation (Championship or otherwise) during the course of 
that Qualifying]. 
 
Driver Max Bladon did not set fastest qualifying time and did not, therefore, qualify for Pole Position 
as determined by timed qualifying. 
 
Max Bladon has been incorrectly awarded 6 Championship points for Pole Position at the Rockingham 
event. 
 
Pole position, as determined solely by timed qualifying went to Reece Barr; the grid place penalty to 
be applied in retrospect. Unanimously, the Championship Stewards have determined that Reece Barr 
should have been awarded the Championship points for Pole Position at Rockingham. 
 
The Appeal succeeds. 
 
 
The Order: 
 
The Championship Stewards order that: 
 

1. The Pole Position points which were awarded to Max Bladon be immediately removed from 
the Championship points table 

2. That Pole Position points (6) should be immediately added to the tally for Reece Barr 
3. That the Appeal Fee be refunded. 

 
 
Signed: 
 
Bill Shewan, Championship Steward 

Greg Masters, Championship Steward 

Mike Dixon, Championship Steward 

Eric Cowcill, Championship Steward 

 

Decision handed down: Saturday, 20 May 2017, 16.35hrs 

 


