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WELCOME
It is safe to say that we have never gone into a season with as much excitement and enthusiasm. In 
2017, Bute Motorsport will celebrate ten years of organising and running race championships, so it is 
particularly fitting that we mark this milestone with the launch of the Henderson Insurance Brokers LMP3 
Cup Championship.

The new championship is fully endorsed by the organisers of the historic Le Mans 24 hour race, the ACO, 
and will form a significant step on the ladder to the most famous race in the world. We have worked hard 
over the past 12 months to bring this plan to fruition and it has been achieved with a lot of effort, not just from 
our internal team, but also the manufacturers, as well as the ACO, MSVR and the MSA. I would like to thank 
all of those who have been involved in getting us to this point.

Demand is clearly there for the new LMP3 formula, which has now become global formula with 
championships from the US to the Far East, as well as in Europe. We are confident that, thanks to our 
extensive abilities in race event promotion, Bute Motorsport are ideally placed to create a platform for LMP3 
racing to come to the UK.

Continuous improvement has long been our philosophy: we listen carefully to feedback from teams, 
drivers, sponsors and fans to refine the details of championships we run. We pride ourselves on our passion 
and high level of customer service and it is why we know we can make the Henderson Insurance Brokers 
LMP3 Cup Championship a success.

All the best,

Hannah Wilson
Director & Race Manager
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In 2014, the Automobile Club de l’Ouest (ACO) launched a new category called LMP3, which stands for Le 
Mans Prototype Three. The formula was designed as a gateway to Le Mans–type endurance racing and 
an ideal platform for a national level championship. The formula found its feet in 2015 as six manufacturers 
were nominated to construct the cars. No-one could have anticipated the demand that followed with the 
chassis producers working overtime to meet orders.

The stated aim of the LMP3 formula is to ‘enable teams, drivers and constructors to learn the specific aspects 
of endurance racing before moving up to the top level.’  Every racing driver, whether professional or amateur, 
dreams of competing at the famous Le Mans 24 Hours and the LMP3 formula adds a prescribed route to 
the summit of the endurance racing pyramid. The LMP3s are aimed at opening the door to endurance 
racing and they are designed specifically to target young professional and gentlemen drivers.

Philosophy

 “This new prototype, which bears a familiar resemblance to the different 
LMPs, will be very competitive, reliable and safe and will be sold at 
reasonable prices with low running costs. The sporting regulations 
governing the LMP3s in the series they will be racing in will also be 
adapted to economic constraints without, however, infringing on the 
performance, the safety and the quality of the on-track spectacle.”

Vincent Beaumesnil
Sports Director, Automobile Club de l’Ouest
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The LMP3 is a modern, simple, safe car whose looks resemble those of the prestigious LMP2s and LMP1s. Its 
dimensions are slightly smaller, it is 15 cm shorter but has the same width, and its performance is guaranteed 
to appeal. The target was for cars to be two seconds faster than the LM GTEs on a normal circuit.

The ACO specification prescribes a closed vehicle with a carbon chassis and a metal rollbar, FIA safety 
standards, an obligatory crash test, a shark’s fin and openings on top of the wheel arches. The ACO have 
limited the number of LMP3 manufacturers to six and they are: Ginetta, Onroak Automotive, Adess, Riley 
Tech, Dome and Norma.

Nissan are the sole engine suppliers to the formula and cars will have identical normally aspirated 420 
bhp V8 engines. The engine management system comes from Magneti Marelli, with X-Trac providing the 
gearboxes. The whole powertrain is sold by Oreca. A single engine will be allowed per car and each one 
must last 10,000 km without maintenance. A certain number of other common parts will be imposed. The 
cost for the cars will be €206,000.

THE CARS
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MANUFACTURERS

Minimum Weight 930 KG
Fuel Capacity 85 Litres
Engine Nissan V8 (420bhp)
Gearbox X-Trac (6 gears + reverse)

Brakes Steel discs / max diameter 14” (355 mm)

Overall length 4650mm (including rear wing)
Overall width 1900 mm
Wheels and tyres maximum width 13”
 Wheels and tyres maximum diameter 18”

Technical Specification
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The timing of the Henderson Insurance Brokers LMP3 Cup Championship is perfect. The explosive growth 
in the LMP3 formula over the last two years has demonstrated the demand for the cars. The championship 
will be fully endorsed by the ACO and will form an important part of its ladder to Le Mans, taking teams and 
drivers all the way to the famous 24-hour race. 

The price of the cars is impressive, especially when you consider that the spectacular speed of an LMP3 
car comes at just a fraction of the price of a GTE car, for the same level of performance. This fits perfectly 
with Bute Motorsport’s ethos of offering a quality product at a cost effective price. It is anticipated demand 
will only grow with teams and drivers evaluating their future car purchases as the next generation of GT3 
cars become available. 

The Henderson Insurance Brokers LMP3 Cup Championship will be for ACO-homologated LMP3 cars, 
each carrying an ACO-issued technical passport to ensure all cars meet the correct specifications. Drivers 
will be in pairs, one will be bronze/amateur rated and can be accompanied by a professional driver or a 
driver of any grading. The championship is specifically targeted at drivers and teams who aspire to compete 
in international sports car racing, and to ultimately compete at Le Mans.

High-profile prototype racing has been missing from the UK racing calendar for quite some time. 
Now it’s back.

LMP3 CUP CHAMPIONSHIP
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2017 CALENDAR
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Rounds Location Date
1 & 2 Donington Park (National) 22/23 April

3 & 4 Brands Hatch (GP) 20/21 May
5 & 6 Spa Francorchamps 9/10/11 June
7 & 8 Silverstone (GP) 1/2 July

9 & 10 Snetterton (300) 12/13 August

11 & 12 Donington Park (GP) 16/17 September
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Saturday:

Practice = 60 minutes

Qualifying = 10 minutes

Race = 60 minutes  

Sunday:

Qualifying = 10 minutes

Race = 60 minutes

Mandatory pit stop to take place in races for driver change. See regulations for further information.

WEEKEND TIMETABLE



The winning drivers in the 2017 Henderson Insurance Brokers LMP3 Cup Championship will receive a free 
entry into the 2018 ACO organised Le Mans Cup. The prize will include:

• Full entry fee into the 2018 series, valued at €45,000.
• Participation in the “Road To Le Mans” race taking place on Saturday 16 June ahead of the start of the 

85th 24 Heures du Mans. 
• 5 additional 2 hour races at top circuits around Europe.

The prize cements the Henderson Insurance Brokers LMP3 Cup Championship in the UK as a key step 
on the ladder to Le Mans. It also gives teams and drivers a tangible promotional element to make their 
programmes more appealing to partners and investors.

18 19

PRIZE
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CONTACT:
Natham Coleman
natham.coleman.ex@pirelli.co.uk
07752 825277

TECHNICAL PARTNERS

CONTACT:
Matt Smith 
matt@aaoil.co.uk
01929 555977

Anglo American Oil Company Ltd
3 Holly Close
Sandford
Wareham
BH20 7QE

TYRES FUEL
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Motorsport is a fantastic way to engage with a passionate demographic of the population and sponsors and 
partners can gain superb exposure through an involvement with the championship. This activity can prove 
to be a very cost-effective alternative to advertising a brand and increasing customer awareness with a 
loyal demographic.

Sponsorship is an incredibly versatile and effective means of marketing a company or brand with wide 
exposure, press, hospitality, video and photo content all contributing to the toolkit. Add in the use of a race 
car at a business networking event, show or corporate day and you will understand why we are seeing 
more and more brands using motorsport to maximise their marketing return on investment.

Whether it is enhancing a brand by association with this dynamic and exciting world or creating content for 
online and promotional campaigns, the Henderson Insurance Brokers LMP3 Cup Championship can 
help your sponsorship programme and help you accomplish your objectives. If you would like further 
information on how we can help or to become a series partner, please contact Tom Baker. Contact 
information can be found at the end of this guide.

SPONSORSHIP 
SUPPORT
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HOSPITALITY
If the pit lane is the soul of the Henderson Insurance Brokers LMP3 Cup Championship, then the beating 
heart is the Race Centre. Prominently located in the middle of the paddock at every race, it is the centre for 
everything to do with the championship.

Team managers, drivers and invited guests can enjoy the superb catering and relax in their home-
from-home at the race track. Guests can brush shoulders with competitors, which all contributes to the 
friendly paddock atmosphere that will become a trademark of the Henderson Insurance Brokers LMP3 Cup 
Championship . 

However, the race centre is not just for friends and family: it plays an important part in welcoming corporate 
guests from driver and team sponsors. With hospitality being such an important and valuable tool, it allows 
businesses to build relationships with partners, suppliers and other race attendees. 

Hospitality at the Henderson Insurance Brokers LMP3 Cup Championship Race Centre includes drinks 
throughout the day and a two course lunch, all provided within a warm and welcoming environment.
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The Henderson Insurance Brokers LMP3 Cup Championship has already received excellent coverage from 
the motorsport press, with extensive coverage in Autosport and Motorsport News as well as online. This is 
set to continue as we build towards our first full season of racing in 2017 and beyond. 

The internet presents the biggest opportunity to reach a large audience immediately, which is why the 
Henderson Insurance Brokers LMP3 Cup Championship website features all the latest news along with 
streaming video to sit alongside its social media channels. As with its sister championship, the GT Cup, the 
Henderson Insurance Brokers LMP3 Cup Championship features live race commentary via Twitter, as well 
as regular email communications. Our in-house team will maximise every promotional opportunity for the 
series, its competitors and partners as we move forward.

MEDIA SUPPORT
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TEAMS
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CONTACTS
Director & Race Manager

Hannah Wilson
Mobile - 07500 116687

Telephone - 01963 442787 
Email - hannah@butemotorsport.co.uk

Technical Co-ordinator
Philip Boland

Mobile - 07836 608615 
Email - phil@butemotorsport.co.uk

Marketing & Media Co-ordinator
Thomas Baker

Mobile - 07974 779657 
Email - tom@butemotorsport.co.uk
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LMP3 Cup

For more information, visit our website:

www.LMP3cup.co.uk

Or find us through our social channels:

Photography courtesy of Jakob Ebrey Photography  and Nicola Todd



Bute Motorsport Limited
c/o  Haynes International Motor Museum
Sparkford, Nr. Yeovil, Somerset BA22 7LH

www.LMP3cup.co.uk

ENDORSED BY THE ACO


